
Ill∴Herbert W. Greenland
 Crowned September 16, 1919

(1852-1927)

ERBERT W. GREENLAND was a native of Weymouth, Dorset, England, where he was born on May

28, 1853. He came to this country one year later and from then on spent most of his years in Syracuse.

Following his studies in the public schools here, he engaged in the business of silversmith and harness

maker. In 1876, following his marriage, he went into the harness business for himself at Fayetteville,

later coming to Syracuse to go with the firm of Frazier & Jones.

   Later he embarked in the insurance business, the firm being Stevens and Greenland. Upon the death of his partner,

Benjamin Franklin Stevens (Raised 24 May 1861 in Syracuse Lodge No. 501) he continued the business alone until

the firm became White & Greenland, and later Greenland, Durston, Yackel & Rupp, Inc. The offices were in the

White Memorial Building.

Few  men of the the day had wider connections in Free Masonry than Bro. Greenland. He was a Founder, Founding

Member or Charter Member of many Masonic Bodies in Central New York and other areas. He was far more than a

‘joiner’ or card-carrying member; he was very active in the Bodies which were privileged to have him among them.

His Masonic career began at the age of 21, ending with a glorious record of 53 years of service in 1927 at the age of

74.

SYMBOLIC MASONRY - BLUE LODGE:

  His affiliations begun in this area broadened until they reached far across the seas. His Blue Lodge was Syracuse

Lodge No. 501, F&AM, (Lodge No. 405, GL No. 182164) where he was:

Initiated 7 Oct 1874 Passed 11 Nov 1874

and Raised to the Sublime Degree of Master Mason on 2 Dec 1874.

Going through the chairs he became:

1886 Senior Deacon 1888-89 Senior Warden

1887 Junior Warden 1890-91 Master

He was elected Secretary in 1894 and continued in that capacity until 1919. He was elected a Life Member on 15 Jan

1920; served as Trustee from 1920 until 1924, becoming Lodge Historian during the latter year.

   Bro. Greenland was appointed District Deputy Grand Master, of the then 19th District, in 1892 and served on the

Grand Lodge Committee on Antiquities in 1909.

CAPITULAR MASONRY  -  HOLY ROYAL ARCH:

In 1883 he became a Companion  of Central City Chapter No. 70, Royal Arch Masons, and served as:

1884 Master of the 1st Veil 1887-88 Captain of the Host

1885 Master of the 2nd Veil 1889 Scribe

1886 Master of the 3rd Veil 1890-91 King

and 1892 High Priest.

He was Representative of the Grand Chapter of Nebraska from 1893 to 1902 and served as Assistant Grand Lecturer

from 1903 to 1914.

CRYPTIC MASONRY - ROYAL AND SELECT MASTERS:

   Seven years later he became affiliated with Central City Council No. 13, Royal and Select Masters, serving as:

1900-01 Captain of the Guard

1902 Princ. Conductor of the Work

1903-04 Deputy Master

Thrice Illustrious Master in 1905-06.

He was Recorder in 1914-16. He became Grand Steward, 1906-07; Grand Marshal, 1907-08; and Most

Illustrious Master of the Grand Council of the State of New  York in 1912 and was Representative of the

Grand Council of England and Wales from 1915 until his death.

Honorary Member of King Hiram Council No. 18, Auburn, NY, 10 Feb 1913.

CHIVALIC ORDERS - COMMANDERY:

   In 1884 that Bro. Greenland became affiliated with Central City Commandery No. 25, K.T., and was

20 Jun 1884 Received and Constituted a Knight of Red Cross
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18 Jul 1884 Created and Dubbed a Knight Templar

6 Nov 1885 Received the Order of Knight of Malta

holding offices in the Commandery as:

1885 Third Guard 1888-89 Senior Warden

1886 Sword Bearer 1890-91 Captain General

1887 Junior Warden 1892 Generalissimo

and 1893-94 Eminent Commander.

He was Representative of the Grand Commandery of California from 1918 to 1921.

ANCIENT ACCEPTED SCOTTISH RITE:

 He joined Central City Lodge of Perfection, AASR, in 1887, receiving the Grades:

27 Jun 1887 Lodge of Perfection, 4th to 14th Grades

14 Nov 1887 Council of Princes of Jerusalem, 15th and 16th Grades

19 Dec 1887 Chapter of Rose Croix, 17th and 18th Grades

29 Dec 1887 Consistory of S.P.R.S, 19th to 32 Grades.

serving as:

Lodge of Perfection 14o:

Captain of the Guard 1888

Junior Warden 1893-1895

Senior Warden 1896-1897

Deputy Grand Master 1898-1899

and Thrice Potent Gr. Master  1900-1901.

He was a member of Central City Council, Princes of Jerusalem 16o, from 14 Nov 1887,

and of Central City Chapter, Rose Croix 18o, 19 Dec 1887, of which he was:

Master or Ceremonies 1893-1896

Junior Warden 1897

Senior Warden 1898-1901

and Most Wise Master 1902-1903.

He was a member of Consistory, S.P.R.S. 29 Dec 1887 and was Historian of Central City Consistory, SPRS,

from 1917 on, and a member of NY Council of Deliberation where he was Grand Master of Ceremonies in

1904 and Grand Hospitaler in 1905.

16 Sep 1919  - He was Crowned with the Thirty-Third Honorary Degree at Philadelphia by the Supreme

Council, Northern Masonic Jurisdiction, AASR.

MASONIC VETERANS ASSOCIATION OF CENTRAL NEW YORK:

5 Dec 1895 - He joined the Masonic Veterans Association of Central New York as Registry No. 161, from

which much of this Masonic Biography is obtained, serving as:

1897-98 Second Vice-President

1898-99 First Vice-President

and 1899-00 President.

From 1902 to 1910 he was named Senior Past President and Venerable Chief in 1920.

From 1901 to 1919 he was Secretary of this Association. As with his Secretary Reports for Syracuse Lodge

No. 501, they are meticulously typed and carefully preserved in a leather bound volume in the Archives of the

OMDHS at the Liverpool Temple.

   Bro. Greenland was an Honorary Member of the Masonic Veterans Associations in

29 Jun 1905 - Glasgow, Scotland;

26 Jun 1909 - Brooklyn,

31 May 1910 - New  York City,

23 Jan 1911 - District of Columbia,

31 Mar 1911 - Pennsylvania,

03 Apr 1911 - Yonkers, NY,

16 Jan 1912 - Minnesota,

27 Feb 1913 - London,

15 Mar 1913 - Newark, NJ,

and Troy. He was Patriarch member of the State of Illinois.

7 Mar 1908 - Most Venerable Greenland visited with the M.V.A of Newburgh, NY. on 7 Mar 1911 he, with a

delegation, went to Philadelphia, PA to the M.V.A. Reunion to organize the Masonic Veterans Federation of

the World.

24 Jan 1906 - Becoming a member of Keder Khan Grotto 12, MOVPER, he was Orator from 1907 to 1909.

SHRINE - A.A.O.N.M.S.:

1908  - He became a Noble in Ziyara Temple, AAONMS, Utica, and served as Illustrious Potentate in 1920.

He was that year made an Honorary member of Damascus Temple, Rochester. He was an Honorary member

of Tigris Temple, Syracuse, and was Representative to the Imperial Council in 1916, 1917, 1919 and 1920.



See 1921 Syracuse Herald article following the Bibliography of this paper, titled “Shriners Happy at Creation

of Tigris Temple.”

26 Oct 1910 - He further Founded the Past Masters Association of the Twenty-Seventh Masonic District,

serving as its first President, and its Secretary from 1914 to the time of his death.

ORDER OF THE EASTERN STAR:

11 Dec 1888 - Becoming a Charter Member of Syracuse Chapter No. 70, O.E.S., he served as:

1893 Worthy Patron

1903-6 Representative to the Grand Chapter of Scotland

1906-07 Grand Lecturer

On the Founding level he was also very active with the:

21 Feb 1891 - Masonic Hall Association; Secretary, 1894-1902

20 Jan 1902 - Masonic Temple Club; Charter Member; Secretary 1902+

   He was also affiliated with:

Grand Commandery of the State of New York, K. T.

Grand Chapter of the State of New York, Royal Arch Masons

Grand Council of the United States, Royal and Select Masters.

   Since Feb 1892 he had been one of the Fraternal Union of Appointed High Priests, State of New York

and since 11 Jun 1908 of the Templar Knights Commanders of New York.

   Other memberships included:

Masonic History Society of New York, 20 Sep 1905.

Quatuor Coronati Lodge No. 2076, London, England, Correspondence Circle, 4 Mar 1910.

Royal Order of Scotland.

St. Paul’s Conclave No. 12, Red Cross of Constantine, New  York.

Salina Lodge No. 520, F&AM.

Syracuse Chapter, Acacia Fraternity.

King Hiram Council No. 718, R&SM, Auburn.

Honorary President of the Trowel Club of Syracuse Lodge No. 501, F&AM.

24 Feb 1908 he was made a Charter Member of Syracuse Court No. 35, Order of Amaranth , and was Trustee

from 1909 to 1912.

   As an author he wrote ‘interestingly’ of Masonic affairs. He was the author of:

“The History of Freemasonry in Syracuse and Vicinity”

“Centennial History of Central City Chapter, Royal Arch Masons”

“History of the Ancient Accepted Scottish Rite, Valley of Syracuse”

and “Centennial History of the Grand Council, Royal and Select Masters, State of New York.”

   Other organizations claiming Bro. Greenland as a member were:

Independent Order of Odd Fellows, Americus Lodge No. 607; Cynosure Encampment No. 14;

Twilight Lodge No. 285, Rebeccas.

Knights of the Golden Spur

Order of St. George

Rotary Club

New York State Association if Local Insurance Agents

and Insurance Federation of the State of New York.

   From 1904 to 1907 he was a member of the Syracuse Board of Education and he had been Secretary of

Woodlawn Cemetery since 1912.

   He was stricken with apoplexy while on a visit with his wife at Batavia and later suffered an attack of

pneumonia. Herbert W. Greenland, 74, Thirty-Third Degree Mason and known to the fraternity in two

hemispheres, died shortly after 1 o’clock on October 27th, 1927, at his home, 2332 South Salina Street.



Private services were held at his home on Sunday morning, then the body was taken to the Masonic Temple at

Montgomery Street where it was viewed by various Bodies of the Masonic Fraternity and where Masonic

Ceremonies were conducted. He was interred at Woodlawn Cemetery and survived by his wife, one son,

Edward H. Greenland, and a daughter, Mrs. Arthur Langdon.

   Around 1925 Ill. Herbert W. Greenland succeeded in completing sets of proceedings of the various Grand

Bodies of New York State and of the Supreme Council for the Northern Masonic Jurisdiction. These were

bound and placed in some cases which happened to be available.

   After the death of Ill. and R∴W∴ Brother Greenland, Mrs. Greenland presented to the Scottish Rite

Bodies his Masonic books and papers, with the understanding that they were to form part of a collection to be

known as the Herbert W. Greenland Memorial Library and Museum. In addition to some Masonic books and

pamphlets of much interest and value this included a large number of manuscript copies of Masonic records

covering all the Lodges and other Masonic bodies that have ever existed in Onondaga County, together with

considerable data pertaining to the organization of the Scottish Rite bodies which had been preserved by the

late Ill. Brother George Judd Gardner. Thus the indefatigable efforts of Bro. Greenland, continued over a

long period of years, has preserved to us a large amount of most valuable information that would otherwise

have been hopelessly lost. Much of this Collection continues to exist and is currently housed at the Chancellor

Robert R Livingston Masonic Library at Utica, New York, where it was transferred largely through the

supreme efforts of Ill. and R∴W∴ Walter H. Cummings and his wife, Ethel, and by R∴W∴ Charles J.

Haskin of Utica, following the closing of the Montgomery Street Masonic Temple.

   In keeping with his high regard for the tenets of the Fraternity, he bequeathed a sum of money to Syracuse

Lodge No. 501 which is still held as the “Greenland Memorial Fund,” which is used to cover the dues of

Brothers who would otherwise have to be dropped from the rolls, and for similar beneficent purposes.

   Additionally, the archives of Liverpool Syracuse Lodge No. 501 are happily replete with the meticulous

records compiled and kept by Bro. Greenland during his tenure as Secretary of Syracuse Lodge No. 501. The

two typed and bound volumes of Secretary Reports commence with the last meeting of Syracuse Lodge No.

102 in 1860 and end with reports by his successor.
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Article from Syracuse Herald, 17 Jun 1921
From the Scrapbook of Herbert W. Greenland,

on file in the Onondaga Masonic Districts Historical Society’s Library

SHRINERS HAPPY

AT CREATION OF TIGRIS

TEMPLE
----------------

Syracuse Nobles to Celebrate

at Me(e)ting at K(e)ith’s

Saturday Afternoon.
-----------------

FANCHER IS POTENTATE
-----------------

Will Lead Caravan to Welcome

Back Delegates to

Imperial Council
----------------

   There wasn’t a Shriner among the 1,200 in

Syracuse and vicinity who wasn’t as tickled Thursday

afternoon as a little boy with his first pair of pants.

And since the Nobles are anxious to try ‘em on, as it

were, Illustrious Potentate William A. Fancher has

called the first meeting of Tigris Temple, Ancient

Arabic Order Nobles of the Mystic Shrine, at Keith’s

Theater Saturday afternoon at 5:30 o’clock, or

thereabouts.

   The 1,200 Nobles will assemble at the Masonic

Temple at Montgomery Street at 4 o’clock to form a

Caravan which will meet the 4:57 train from the

West. The Syracuse delegates to the Imperial

Council, which granted Tigris its charter as this

week’s session in Des Moines, Ia, will be on the train.

   The first attempt of the Syracuse Shriners to obtain

a Shrine, all of their very own, was undertaken about

10 years ago. It wasn’t until about a year ago,

however, that anything like real business was started.

Greenland Upset Program.

   Bygones are bygones, but it will do no harm to

recall just for a moment that a little more than a year

ago, when Herbert W. Greenland of this Valley of

Onondaga was about due to be elevated to the

position of Illustrious Potentate of Ziyara Temple, the

Nobles of the Valley of the Mohawk let it be known

that they didn’t propose such things to happen.

   Ziyara Temple, to which most of the Shriners in

Syracuse have been owing allegiance, has its

headquarters in Utica. For years a Mohawk Valley

man had been occupying the seat at the head of the

Divan.

Gets Purple and Everything.

   Syracuse heard the report from the East. No such

thing had ever before been suggested with reference

to Herbert W. Greenland. As a matter of fact, when

Herbert W. wants anything from Syracuse Shriners he

gets it. He got the purple and all the rest of the doo-

dads that go with the Illustrious Potentate’s job.

Moreover, Syracuse took all the rest of the offices,

just by way of showing the folks down East what they

might expect if they got to monkeying with a buzz-

saw.

   A little later, another petition to obtain a new

Temple charter in this city was prepared. This was

presented to the Imperial Council session in Portland,

Ore., in 1920. Mr. Greenland, then Illustrious

Potentate of Ziyara Temple, and a delegation of

Syracuse Shriners went to Portland to help put the

thing across.

   Herbert W. was ill in bed when the train blew the

signal for the start. This didn’t hinder him a particle.

He ordered a wheel chair and took that train. While

he was sleeping the sleep of the just in the wilds of

Canada someone put him off the train at Calgary, and

he awoke in a hospital.

Petition Lost in Shuffle.

   He allowed he couldn’t Potentate around there, so

he fired the entire hospital staff and caught the next

train for Portland. He arrived in time to attend a

session or two of the big conclave, but the petition for

a new Shrine in Syracuse got lost in the shuffle.

   Time will heal all things. A year went by. Came

another election of officers officers in Ziyara Temple.

Utica wanted to know what part it would be permitted

to play in the proceedings. It found out after the

ballots had been counted that the Syracuse Shriners

had handed back the Temple with about 800 more

members than it had before it left town.

   Likewise the Syracuse bunch had shown the folks

from Mohawk Valley how to do some things. The

new officers put on the Spring Ceremonial recently

and hauled better than 400 more members across the

hot sands.

Utica Nobles Boost for Tigris.

   Everybody began to agree that Ziyara Temple was

getting too big. Accordingly, Utica and the Nobles of

Mohawk Valley “plugged” for Tigris when the

petition came up in the Imperial Council this week.

Charles E. Northrup, Will R. Olds, Harvey D. Burrill

and Robert D. Rooney comprised the Syracuse

Committee.

   The parade scheduled for Saturday afternoon is for

the purpose of welcoming the committee back home

and showing its members how Syracuse Shriners

appreciate what was done. With $40,000 in the bank

and $150,000 more pledged toward the new

combined Scottish Rite Cathedral and Shriners

Temple, it is expected that construction work will

begin in the near future, probably on the site of the

old Onondaga Orphans home in East Genesee Street.

Transcribed 1997 by R∴W∴ Gary L. Heinmiller, Area 11 Historian.



The R∴W∴ Herbert W. Greenland, 33º, Memorial Library and Museum
housed in The Chancellor Robert R Livingston Library of Grand Lodge

at the Masonic Home, Utica, New York

     Bro.Greenland was intensely interested in local Masonic records and history. He compiled a leather notebook in

which he recorded in small, legible script all the members of the early Lodges in Syracuse, including:

Salina Lodge no. 327, Central City Lodge No. 305, and

Syracuse Lodge No. 484, 102 and 501, Salt Springs Lodge No. 520.

     He kept a similar record as his contribution to the Central City 33º Club.

The above records have not been seen by this writer as of July 1997, although a similar computerized listing has

been compiled by this writer for the Pre-Morgan Onondaga County Lodges, R.A.M. Chapters and Syracuse Lodge

No. 102, from extant Returns at Grand Lodge, Registers, and Minute Books.

     Around 1925 Ill∴ Greenland succeeded in completing sets of Proceedings of the various Grand Bodies of NY

State and of the Supreme Council, N.M.J. These were bound and placed in some cases; the work of collecting

continued and was complete to date, as of 1937.

fter the death [27 Oct 1927] of Ill. and R∴W∴ Brother Greenland, Mrs. Greenland presented to the

Scottish Rite Bodies [28 Nov 1927] his Masonic books and papers, with the understanding that they were to

form part of a collection to be known as the Herbert W. Greenland Memorial Library and Museum. In

addition to some Masonic books and pamphlets of much interest and value this included a large number of

manuscript copies of Masonic records covering all the Lodges and other Masonic bodies that have ever existed in

Onondaga County, together with considerable data pertaining to the organization of the Scottish Rite bodies which

had been preserved by the late Ill. Brother George Judd Gardner. Thus the indefatigable efforts of Bro. Greenland,

continued over a long period of years, has preserved to us a large amount of most valuable information that would

otherwise have been hopelessly lost. Early in 1933 such books as remained of the collection bought in 1915 were

removed to the Syracuse Masonic Temple.

     Much of this Collection continues to exist and is currently housed at The Chancellor Robert R Livingston

Masonic Library at Utica, NY, where it was transferred largely through the supreme efforts of Ill. and R∴W∴
Walter H. Cummings and his wife, Ethel, following the closing of the Montgomery St. Masonic Temple.

This Collection consisted of, in addition to that listed above:

Collection named for Donated by Summary of contents of collection
Ill∴Jerome L. Cheney, 33o Jerome K. Cheney, son Books, Certificates, Magazines, Jewels

Ill∴Abel G. Cook, 33º Mrs. Walter M. Cheney

(Cherry)

Certificates

Jewels

Ill∴and M∴W∴
William S. Farmer, 33º

Mrs. Farmer Books, Membership Certificates, Trowels, Gavels

Ill∴George Judd Gardner, 33o The earlier records amassed by our first Historian and one of the

founders of our local Scottish Rite Bodies, formed the nucleus of the

Greenland Collection, some (or most) of which were mingled with the

William L. Cummings Library, which see.

Bro. Charles B. Goodwin Mrs. Detor, dau. Set of more than 300 Badges and Medals in a specially built cabinet.

Other acquistions were added ‘in the intervening years,’ some of which are recorded in the:

Central City Scottish Rite Bulletin:

Vol. 1 No. 2 1931

Vol. 2 No. 1 1931; No. 2 1932

Vol. 3 No. 1; 1933 No. 2 1933.
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